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“A New Journey through Learning”
Welcome to Kingsdown School. We are a very small specialist setting for
boys with social, emotional and behavioural difficulties. Typically boys are
referred to us by their Local Authority after multiple school placement
breakdowns (including exclusion from maintained SEBD Special Schools).
Boys attend Kingsdown from all over South London and Surrey.

Kingsdown Secondary School

We are a very nurturing environment and place positive relationships with
pupils, their parents/carers and with other agencies at the heart of all we do.
We know our boys have multiple needs and we need to address these if they
are to be able to access learning. At any one time up to half our boys may be
Looked After and living with foster carers or in a residential home in the
area.

Year Book 2015/2016

We offer a broad and balanced curriculum which focuses on the core subjects
of English, Maths, Science and ICT in addition to our vocational subjects of
Food Technology, Art and Construction. Boys are taught in groups of no more
than 4 which allows us to ensure everything is personalised and tailored to
their individual needs. We are proud of the many successes, academic and
social which our boys have achieved.
We aim to equip our boys with an understanding of the rich cultural diversity
which makes up modern Britain and aim to equip them with the skills which
they will need to play a full part in modern Britain. We make explicit the fundamental British values (democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, respect and tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs). We welcome boys
of all faiths and of none. We do not have any particular religious character
but have a broadly Christian ethos and close links with a local Church.

Our Mission
“To nurture young people’s confidence in order that they can embark upon a new journey through learning”
Values
●
●
●
●

Respect for each other and the environment
Celebrating diversity
Belief that change is possible
Belief that education offers the key to positive outcomes.

112 Orchard Road
Sanderstead
Croydon
Surrey
CR2 9LQ

Tel: 020 8657 1200
Fax: 020 32522088
Email: admin@kingsdownsse.com
Website: www.kingsdownsse.com

“A New Journey through Learning”
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Dear Parents/Carers
It has been another challenging but rewarding year at
Kingsdown. We are saying goodbye to our largest group of Y11
students and this will mean a completely new group dynamic in
our school. We wish them all the very best for their exam results
and for their future endeavors.
The student population will be smaller than we are used to in
September, which will allow the students to settle quickly into
the autumn term.
The leadership of the school continues to develop under our
Head of School, Yusif Assim and I am very grateful to him and all
members of the team for their ongoing effort and support for our
students.
We will be saying goodbye to some of our staffing team and that
is always a difficult time for all concerned. I would nevertheless
like to thank them again and wish them all the very best in their
careers.
Finally, I would like to thank our governors for their
unconditional support to us over this academic year. Their
challenge to the staff and management of this school is always
constructive and allows us to meet the future in a much better
position.
Have a wonderful summer holiday.

Kevin Henry
Principal
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Anti-Bullying Workshop 27th November 2015
Kingsdown marked anti-bullying week this year with an anti—
bullying workshop delivered by ECM—Every Choice Matters. The
following points were covered:
•
Definitions and types of bullying were explored, including racism, homophobia etc as well as general bullying.
•
How people bully, isolation, cyber, physical.
•
Why people bully, as well as the effects on the victim.
•
The law around Public Order and Hate Crime.

Knife Crime
Bullying was then linked to knife crime and students watched a
contemporary film which highlighted a vulnerable young man who
is robbed at knife point. In order not to be victimised again he
starts carrying a knife and becomes involved in a cycle of violent
offences that escalates to the murder of the perpetrator of the original robbery. The main learning points being:





Why are people victimised, how does it make them feel, what
can be the consequences.
Strategies to stay safe and ways to report bullying and crime.
Knife legislation and consequences.
Attitudes to offending, knife crime and bullying.

This was a hard hitting workshop which certainly left a lasting
message with the boys.
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Paintballing

The current Year 11 group were given a final send off by being taken
paintballing. They enjoyed an exciting morning of playing with guns
and rolling in mud.
Staff also took the challenge of getting involved with the pupils to defend the honour of the teachers as the students planned to get their
revenge from the detentions/exclusions served at Kingsdown.
All the students displayed their appreciation with respectable behaviour and maturity in such an environment.
The students that attended will be sadly missed but most definitely
remembered, as a couple of them spent many years at Kingsdown
School.
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Vocational Education at Kingsdown

Year 10 & 11 Students attended Nescot College every Tuesday
throughout the year to take part in a construction course.
Being there the whole day meant they not only learnt woodwork
and DIY skills, but also got a chance to experience college life as
our year 11s will of course experience each day next year.
Skills acquired include wallpapering and bricklaying. The following
students have worked hard to achieve their ’skills for working life’
award: Dario, Deshaun, Thomas and Shaun.
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Life Skills at Kingsdown: Travelling and shopping at
the local Sainsbury supermarket
As we all know a range of skills need to be developed if Kingsdown is
to nurture and teach the next generation. So we sent Felice out to do
the shopping…… and learn some skills whilst he was there!
Skills included calculating travel times, navigating his way to the supermarket on public transport, completing a shopping list whilst
sticking to a budget, engaging with others (whilst representing the
school) and getting back safely.
We didn’t make him carry the shopping and Felice said, “It is the first
time I have done all the shopping by myself. It was wicked!” So we’ll
definitely keep this trip next year.

Assemblies
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We have assemblies every week for our standard announcements,
news and general catch up with Mr Assim. However the most exciting
item by far is who won the most credits the previous week as not
only is praise given– if a pupil is top of the credits list 2 weeks in a
row, they receive a special prize as well.
In line with the nation‘s young people we are also expected to deliver
assemblies on key issues that effect young people. This year saw assemblies on British values, E safety, Careers, Poverty, Happiness,
War veterans and Skills for Later Life.
A special Cultural Diversity assembly was delivered with key messages for KS4 and KS3 pupils.
It was to highlight to our Year 11s and make them aware of diversity
as they now move onto college where there are many more pupils
and therefore, so much more diversity in all areas. For year 10s and
KS3 boys, the message was simply to have an open mind when meeting new pupils at this school and even if the new pupils are from similar areas as current pupils, they may still be differences to be respectful of.
2 workshops were delivered per term which meant we were lucky
enough to have specialists come in and share stories and facts on
West African drumming, gangs, drugs, road safety, careers and our
annual red nose day celebrations.

PE
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This academic year, the pupils have engaged in a variety of sports.
They have displayed discipline, commitment and good attitude
throughout the course of the year. Whist participating the pupils have
earned themselves accreditation due to good attitude and enthusiasm
to progress and demonstrate good levels of skills and ability.
The students have learned a lot beside the skills needed for particular
sports e.g good standards of hygiene, improving and maintaining fitness but most of all good sportsmanship/peer relationship.
The pupils have learned that good team moral, good team spirit and
positive attitude overcome the hardest tasks. They have learned that
keeping their chin up even when losing, will see them through their
toughest challenges and allow them to continue on their course of action even in the face of difficulty or with little or no indication of success.
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Subject News
ART- We have some excellent artists at Kingsdown and they have
produced some great work this year to achieve their Unit Awards in
various projects.
PE- This year we have played Tennis, Badminton, Football, Cricket,
Dodgeball and engaged in swimming, boxing and fitness Training.
Our boys have picked up AQA Awards for not only playing, but also
coaching and refereeing.
MUSIC– For black history month students completed an African
drumming workshop which meant they received a Unit Award in
West African drumming.
MATHS- We had a fantastic year which saw 95% of our boys take a
GCSE in maths at either intermediate or higher level. Of course, no
results yet but we believe in our boys.
ENGLISH– Key stage 4 studied Macbeth as a basis for their coursework whilst Key stage 3 focussed on A Christmas carol, focussing on
literacy skills.
ICT– This year our KS4 boys have all passed their BTEC L1/2 which
involves studying different aspect of computer science including web
design, animation, graphic design and general computer knowledge.
The Key stage 3 boys have been studying computer science concentrating on programming language.
FOODTECH– About 80% of all our year 11 boys obtained a qualification in Jamie Oliver’s Home Cooking Skills Level 2 and 4 of them completed their BTEC L2 Hospitality award. Food Tech continue to be one
of the vibrant department in the school.
SCIENCE– 4 of our year 11 boys completed their BTEC science
courses with others entered for Entry Level3 science.
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Cooking at Kingsdown
This year, 4 year 11 students aim to get their BTEC First in hospitality. The aim of this course is to helps the students to have first hand
experience of hospitality catering and customer service. The remaining students in year 11 will be participating in the Home-Cooking
Skills course. This course support learning to cook at home from
scratch and has an accredited qualification. There has been a range of
foods cooked at Kingsdown and the students work independently to
produce food dishes from around the world using chosen recipes and
ingredients provided by the school. All 4 student’s folders were submitted with the prospect of them gaining Level 1/ Level 2 First award

This course supports an understanding of working in the industry
first hand. This course gives the students the opportunity to understand the diverse and exciting career in the Hospital industry, in the
United Kingdom and prepares them for working life.
All student are given the opportunity to gain experience of cooking skills
under structured lesson conditions and during their time at Kinsdown
secondary school, they will be developing their knowledge to help them
choose to study and gain a BTEC in hospitality qualification or Home
cooking skills qualification.
In food technology the students will be cooking regularly with fresh
ingredients from scratch. Ingredients will be provided by the school
and the students will be expected to produce their practical and their
theory work to a high standard..
All students have the opportunity to take their cooking home and
share their efforts with their family.
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Christmas Carols and Awards Day at Sanderstead
Church

We attended the Annual Christmas Carol Service at Sanderstead
Church on 15th Of December, followed by our Christmas end of
term assembly. The service was wonderful with the boys engaging
responsibly and respectfully with elder members of the community.
This was followed by the issuing of the termly achievement wards
for most credits and most improved student as well as the Jack
Petchey winner. Most parents and carers attended the event and all
left leaving proud and well fed.
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7

BTEC First in Hospitality

New Staff at Kingsdown

BTEC Hospitality appeals to students who:

At the end of my first academic year at
Kingsdown School, I will say I am truly
ready for the summer!! However I know
that I say that on behalf of all at Kingsdown,
including the boys who are stretched day
after day so they achieve the highest possible standards.
Bearing in mind like many others, I came
from a mainstream setting with over 1000
children, I was ready for the challenge and
looking forward to getting the most from
Kingsdown’s boys and although the challenge has been immense, so has the amount
of energy and commitment given in conquering that challenge. I
genuinely believe we make a huge difference in those we aim to teach
and inspire.
With 16 years youth work and teaching experience I have been in
many situations where I have questioned, ‘what actual difference do
we make to children’s lives?’ and that often deepens to include, ‘what
difference do I make?’ Many evenings I leave Kingsdown with either
question at the forefront of my mind and the answer is always I believe the Kingsdown team right from teachers, admin and maintenance staff have exerted all their efforts to make sure every boy had
the opportunity to learn something today. Whether in IER, Nescot college or engaging in lessons for the whole day, Kingsdown provides an
environment where we nurture and aim to move these boys lives in a
positive direction.
I also note the efforts of parents and carers. I know all tutors (myself
included) have fantastic relationships with the boys, carers/parents
and I know this makes holistically caring for the boys just that much
easier.
Thanks to the school leadership, parents/carers and fellow staff for
their support and help.
Ralph Brathwaite



like the vocational aspect of education



have an interest in food and its production



want to have a practical element in their studies



want to broaden their curriculum



like to research for new ideas

Safe Drive Stay Alive
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Year 11 students at Kingsdown Secondary School were invited to a
presentation at Fairfield Halls. The presentation was aimed at 16-21
year old people. It was called Safe Drive Stay Alive.
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Jack Petchey Awards 2016

The production was opened by a DJ playing loud music. He held a
quiz and a dance off on stage with the students . The main purpose of
that was for students to become engaged in the production which
meant they will be more interested when it came to the serious part.
The next part of the production started where we were shown photographs of local car crashes, and local newspaper coverage.
The production then moved to a filmed reconstruction of a crash involving five young people. This was interspersed at relevant points by
a police traffic officer, a paramedic and a fire– fighter who came on
stage to give an account of their personal experiences and how it has
not just affected the victims, their friends and families, but also the
professionals themselves. It also featured speakers whose lives have
been permanently changed: a bereaved Mum, and a seriously injured
survivor. They spoke from personal experience and made the point
that a bad decision takes seconds to make, but the impact can last a
lifetime. The last thing all the speakers said to us was “Safe Drive Stay
Alive”
The main purpose was not to scare young people from driving but to
make sure they understood the dangers of driving and how to reduce
their risk of having an accident while also giving the young people a
chance to see the real people who are affected by people driving dangerously which made the situation more realistic for us.
One of the students comments after the show: “After seeing that
presentation I will always wear a seatbelt in the car which I never
did before and I will also try and advise people on how to stay
safe while driving. “
By Rio Fearon
Yr 11

Kingsdown School takes part in the Jack Petchey Award scheme.
There are 3 awards per calendar year for students who make outstanding achievements, either personal or academic. School students and staff vote for one student per term to receive £250 to
be spent on the school.
The winners receive a certificate, pin badge, notes from Jack
Petchey and a letter of congratulations with an achievers card .The
winners then together with the school, decide how the £250 is
spent – this is usually on equipment and/or activities and trips.
Kingsdown Jack Petchey Award winners for the last two years are:
Cameron Terry, Thomas Hope, Rio Fearon, Tyler Grist, Shaun Richards and Felice Abate- Dunn, for various achievements: attendance,
good work, and working hard towards GCSEs.
Once a year, the participating schools and colleges attend a prestigious borough –wide celebratory event held at Fairfield hall . This
year it was held on Tuesday 21st June, where winners received a
special medallion and photos were taken with the Mayor.
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Drugs Workshop

Careers Update
Our class tutors work individually with the students investigating and
applying for post 16 courses and apprenticeships. Additionally, all
year 11s visited the Skills London on 13th November. This is London’s biggest jobs and careers event for young people at the ExCeL
Centre in East London. Our young people had a rare chance to discover careers through interactive, inspirational activities and demonstrations, to help them visually bridge the gap between what they enjoy doing and what they could potentially do as a career.
Skills London 2015 took place on 13 & 14 November. They had a
massive 33,026 visitors through the door and over 200 exhibitors.

We were visited by the Turning Point charity to deliver a drugs
awareness workshop. This was based around knowledge of a range of
drugs and their effects in order to stay safe. Lots of information was
exchanged in an exciting way as the boys got to wear ‘beer goggles’
for the first time. Hopefully it will be the last!

Our year 11 boys had the opportunity to apply for college/
apprenticeship placement looking forward to enrol on appropriate
courses to continue their education or career.
Croydon College
Westminster Kingsway Kingston college British airways Kingston college Lambeth college Nescot and Lambeth College Croydon College Boston, UK
Croydon College
John Ruskin college –
Bromley College Kwik fit

BTEC SUB DIP IT L3
Science level 3
Ready for aircraft maintenance
Engineering apprenticeship
Media Studies
Creative Media studies
Painting and decorating LVL2
Plumbing course
Apprenticeship in social care
Apprenticeship in Hospitality
Apprenticeship in L2 IT, software,
web, telecom professional.
Apprenticeship in mechanics

East Surrey CollegeNescot College -

Construction
Plumbing or carpentry

South Thames college

Sport science or bricklaying

PSHE
Following the drugs awareness workshop the boys produced
posters outlining the health risks and effects of drugs for their
AQA Unit Awards in PSHE.

